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Register for Camp!
Now is the time to register for summer camp! Sessions start July 5th and 

run through mid-August. This year’s camp theme is Unplug. Explore. 

Connect. Our two rustic camps give kids the opportunity to unplug from 

technology, explore the natural world and connect with each other. There’s 

something for all ages and abilities at our camps, whether your child wants to be home at night, or get 

away from home and sleep in an open shelter. At camp, kids find their “spark” through awesome activities 

like hiking, swimming, boating, floating, fishing, archery, challenge ropes courses, bouldering walls, 

ecology lessons, crafts and skits…it’s too much to list! 

At Camp Fire we believe that all kids should experience the magic of camp. We offer You Bet I Can! 

sessions for campers with special needs and also offer camp scholarships to families who may not be able 

to afford the cost of camp. 

You don’t have to be a member of Camp Fire to attend our summer camps. Find the right option for your 

child and register today online at campfireinc.org or by calling 509.747.6191. Scholarship application is 

online at campfireinc.org. 

If you want to preview our camps, please attend our free Open Houses: June 27th from 5:30 – 8 pm at 

Camp Dart-Lo in north Spokane and July 8th from 8:30 am – 3:30 pm at Camp Sweyolakan on Lake 

Coeur d’Alene. Please pre-register on our website to receive details.
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Canoe Restoration Scheduled 
in May
Our historic canoe restoration group is planning 
to work on the canoes at Camp Sweyolakan 
from Wednesday, May 11th through Sunday 
morning, May 15th. Anyone who is interested in 
learning how to restore the largest, oldest fleet 
of wood and canvas canoes in North America is 
welcome to come. No special skills or tools are 
needed. Please contact Poppy White, Director of 
Camping and Program Services, at 509.747.6191 
or pwhite@campfireinc.org for details. 

Sweep & Sweat Camp Cleanups
Want to help out and spend a great day at camp? 
Mark your calendar! We need volunteers to 
help bring our camps back to life after the long 
winter. On Saturday, April 23rd, in conjunction 
with Spokane Gives Month, we’ll work on Camp 
Dart-Lo in north Spokane. Sweep & Sweat 
dates for Camp Sweyolakan on Lake Coeur 
d’Alene are set for May 14th and June 18th. 
No special skills or tools are needed; however, 
we’re always looking for skilled craftsmen in 
carpentry, landscaping, electrical and plumbing 
to lead projects and direct volunteers. If you are 
interested in helping during any of these dates, 
please contact Poppy White at 509.747.6191 or 
pwhite@campfireinc.org. 

Camp Fire Night at the
Spokane Empire
Camp Fire Night at the Spokane Empire 
arena football game is April 29th. Tickets 
for great seats on the Upper Sideline are 
only $16 per person. To get your tickets, 
contact Brent at Spokane Empire at 
509.242.7474. Be sure to wear your Camp 
Fire apparel! 

Summer Camp Leadership 
and Volunteer Opportunities 
for Youth and Adults
Youth are invited to apply for our teen 
leadership positions at camp this summer. 
There are a wide variety of opportunities for 
teens in grades 6-12, both at Camp Dart-Lo day 
camp and Camp Sweyolakan overnight camp. 
Some opportunities can help pay for camp, 
while others are considered camp programs, 
so fees apply. At Camp Dart-Lo we have the 
Program Aides in Learning (PALs) program 
for grades 6-8 and Counselor Assistants for 
grades 10 and up. At Camp Sweyolakan we 
need dishwashers, buglers, Jr. Counselors In 
Training and Sr. Counselors in Training (CITs). 
Both camps need Camper Buddies all summer 
long to assist campers with special needs who 
need one-on-one peer mentors. An application 
is required for all leadership positions. See 
our website at www.campfireinc.org/teen-
leadership for more information and links to 
the online applications.



2016 WoHeLo Award Recipients
Camp Fire Inland Northwest is proud to have THREE Wohelo Award recipients this year! The award is 

the highest youth achievement in Camp Fire. The recipients work toward their Wohelo Award over a 

period of 3-4 years, giving service in three chosen advocacy areas called Issues.

Casey Ball is a senior at Mead High School. Her Issues are Improving the 

Community through Volunteering; Raising Funds and Awareness for Camp 

Fire; and Educating Others to Appreciate Traditions and Cultures. Casey has 

volunteered at numerous events, both for Camp Fire and in the community. She 

has volunteered for Walk Out of Darkness for Suicide Awareness, Unity in the 

Community and been extremely involved at Camp Dart-Lo for the past several 

years. She has served as a summer camp Counselor, chaired Ghoul Ol’ Fashioned 

Halloween Fun and helped with camp maintenance. She has fundraised for Camp Fire Inland 

Northwest by leading the annual Camp Dart-Lo Yard Sale and teaching Sales & Sense to younger 

Camp Fire children to prepare them for a successful candy sale. She is most proud of chairing Dart-

Lo’s 70th Birthday Celebration, where she organized several events last summer, including creating 

marketing materials and spearheading a Dart-Lo history timeline which related to pop culture of each 

era. Casey is the daughter of Tracy Taitch and Jason Ball.

Angela Basinger is also a senior at Mead High School. Her Issues are Expanding 

Opportunities for Children to Become Inspired Youth; Cultivating an Appreciation 

for Nature through Outdoor Involvement; and Celebrating Camp Fire Traditions 

and Values. Angela was instrumental in starting a Camp Fire club at Brentwood 

Elementary. She has also been very involved at Camp Dart-Lo as a summer camp 

Counselor, helping to maintain the camp, and volunteering at numerous events 

at Camp Dart-Lo this past summer. She is most proud of teaching younger 

children Camp Fire traditions such as Save the Bluebirds and Symbolgrams. Her goal has been to 

promote the importance and unity of appreciating nature, while remembering history and keeping 

foundational traditions alive. She is the daughter of Ed and Jill Basinger.

Matthew Ellis is a senior at Central Valley High School. His Issues are Encouraging 

Family Togetherness through the Outdoors; Making Staff Feel Appreciated; and 

Empowering Kids to Give Back to Their Community. Matthew has been involved 

for several years at Camp Aowakiya in Kellogg, ID, where he chaired Ad-Di-Ho 

Family Camp 2015, has organized camp improvements, and taught First Aid and 

recycling courses. He took the lead on the 2015 Staff Appreciation Dinner at his 

high school, an event with 600 attendees. He recruited, coordinated and trained 

volunteers to decorate and serve as wait/kitchen staff. In 2014 Matthew acted as his high school’s 

student body liaison for the Inland Northwest Blood Center’s Blood Drive. He was instrumental in 

its success by promoting the drive, educating teens on the required paperwork and coordinating 

with Blood Center staff. He is proud of his accomplishments in teaching kids how to make an impact 

on their community by giving back and leaving things better than you found them. Matthew is also 

currently serving his second term on our Board of Directors as a Youth Representative. He is the son 

of Kim Ellis.



Board of Directors Elected
Camp Fire Inland Northwest elected their 2016 Board of Directors at the Annual Meeting on January 25th. We welcomed five new members to our Board of Directors: Jaclyne Hawley, Matt Lusk, Travis Messinger, Pardis Nkoy and Dorothy Sawyer. Elected for a 2nd term are Anthony Dutton, Riley Ball (youth representative) and Matthew Ellis (youth representative). Continuing Board members are Robb Anthony, Karen Erickson, Lori Howard, Hannah Masters, AJ Sanders and Dennis Wilson. Board Officers are Jessie McLaughlin (President), Christian Weisbarth (Vice President), Jennifer Timoney (Secretary) and Lois Richards (Treasurer). Outgoing members are Anne Bailey, Kim Ellis and Lynn Leenknecht. We thank all of our Board members for their time, talents and dedication to Camp Fire. There are many opportunities for adults to be involved in various committees. Please contact Steve Jurich at 509.747.6191 or sjurich@campfireinc.org for details.

Passings: Harriet Becker
It is with a heavy heart that we share the passing of 
Harriet Becker. Harriet worked for Camp Fire Inland 
Northwest in a number of leadership capacities for 
more than 20 years. She served as our Northwest 
Director from 1968-1973, Dart-Lo’s Director 
from 1969-1973 and then became our Executive 
Director in 1974. She retired in 1991. Her memorial 
service on January 30th was attended by a large 
group of Camp Fire friends and alumni. Many of 
them mentioned how Harriet shaped who they 
are today, in the true spirit of Camp Fire. Thank 
you, Harriet, for your dedication to making the 
world a better place for countless children in our 
community and creating a ripple effect for future generations.

You and Me Kid Family Camp 
at Camp Sweyolakan
Create great memories at Camp Sweyolakan during You and Me Kid family 
camp on July 29 – 31. Bring the family (or your favorite kids) camping on 
Lake Coeur d’Alene, without the work! Enjoy meals cooked for you, archery, 
swimming, hiking, boating, ropes challenge courses and even take a ride on the 
Big Swing. $80 for adults, $45 for youth, children under 3 free. This weekend fills 
quickly, so register online today at campfireinc.org/register-camp.
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Tracy Taitch, current Dart-Lo Director (left), Harriet Becker (right).



Candy Sale & Awards
Another Candy Sale is in the books! This year 
181 sellers sold nearly 23,000 packages of 
Mint Patties, Almond Roca, Almond Caramel 
Clusters, Camp Snax and P’Nuttles. That’s an 
average of 127 packages per seller. The candy 
sale supports our council and Camp Fire kids 
earn all kinds of rewards for their efforts. 
In addition to the traditional emblems and 
charms, kids earn candy credit which can be 
spent on summer camp registration, club 
activities and apparel. At certain levels, 
sellers earn invitations to a pool party and/
or the outdoor movie night at Camp Dart-Lo. 
Top sellers can also qualify for Visa gift cards. 
We’ll reveal and honor the top candy sellers at the Candy Awards on April 
21st at 5:30 pm at Holy Cross Lutheran Church, 7307 N. Nevada, Spokane. Please join us in 
celebrating these hardworking kids. RSVP by calling our office at 509.747.6191. Great job, candy 
sellers!

Volunteer Appreciation Awards April 21st 
Please join us to recognize our volunteer super-stars at the annual Volunteer Appreciation Awards 
on Thursday, April 21st at 7 pm at Holy Cross Lutheran Church, 7307 N. Nevada, Spokane. 
Camp Fire simply couldn’t fulfill our purpose of helping kids find their “spark” without the many 
adults who faithfully volunteer on our board and committees, with our camps, and in our clubs. 
Thank you to each and every Camp Fire volunteer for your commitment. Please RSVP for the 
Volunteer Appreciation Awards by calling our office at 509.747.6191

Sustaining Membership Drive
During the month of March, more than two dozen volunteer “Champions” made personal calls 
on friends, family and Camp Fire alumni during the Sustaining Membership Drive. The goal 
was to raise $20,000 in a 4 week timespan to help Camp Fire Inland Northwest with areas of 
greatest need, including camp scholarships and camp maintenance and repairs. At the time of 
this newsletter going to press, we were well on track to not only reach the goal, but exceed it! 
If you didn’t pledge during the Drive, you can still show your support today by becoming a 
Sustaining Member of Camp Fire Inland Northwest. Your membership will help Camp Fire provide 
our youth with activities that build life skills in self-discipline, goal-setting, reflection, problem 
solving and resiliency. As a completely inclusive organization, we welcome all youth and their 
families to participate; and we never turn away a child due to a family’s inability to pay. Last year 
we served over 2,000 youth in our programs. More than 30% of our participants received financial 
assistance to participate in activities and summer camp. Your support and commitment promises 
a bright future for the families and youth that we serve. To become a Sustaining Member, sign up 
on our website at campfireinc.org or call Jill Strom, Director of Fund Development at 509.747.6191.
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For more information:  campfireinc.org or call 509.747.6191

Date Event Location Time

Apr 21 Candy Awards Holy Cross Lutheran Church 5:30 PM

Apr 21 Volunteer Appreciation Awards Holy Cross Lutheran Church 7:00 PM

Apr 23 Spokane Gives Camp Cleanup Day Camp Dart-Lo 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Apr 29 Camp Fire Night at the Spokane Empire Spokane Arena 7:00 PM

May 14 Jr. Lilac Parade Downtown Spokane 10:00 AM

May 14 Camp Sweyolakan Sweep & Sweat Camp Cleanup Sweyolakan Landing 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM

May 20 Fly-up/Grand Council Fire Glover Middle School 6:30 PM

June 18 Camp Sweyolakan Sweep & Sweat Camp Cleanup Sweyolakan Landing 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM

June 27 Family Night Out at Camp Dart-Lo Camp Dart-Lo 5:30 - 8:00 PM

July 8 Camp Sweyolakan Open House Camp Sweyolakan 8:30 AM - 3:30 PM

July 29-31 You and Me Kid Family Camp Camp Sweyolakan

Sept 9-11 26th Annual Women’s Retreat Camp Sweyolakan

2016 SPRING CALENDAR


