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Simply Me
by Andrea "Vocab” Sanderson

Verse

Woke up to an epiphany of who I've become:
The embodiment of my experiences,
coupled with temperance emanated into this song.

I know right where I belong.

5 Tucked underneath my skin is the perfect
blend: Grace, wisdom & certainty. My
affirmations match my expectations. My
whole body is an anthem. My heartbeat
keeps the drum. It's so amazing!

Verse
2

10 Feeling lush virtuosity. It's
amazing, the blend of fabric
woven meticuloushy.

I see the good in
me.

15 MNatural beauty internally, it flows
through fluidly like fine linens of self-
love. Esteeming my heart in high regard
looking above fault lines. No more
earthguakes of criticism & critique.

20 Won't weigh myself against others.

I am
unique.

From SHE LIVES IM MUSIC by Andrea "Wocab” Sanderson, FlowerSong Books. Used by permission of
Flowersong Press.
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English I Short Constructed Response

Prompt

Use "Simply Me" to answer the following question.

Read the question carefully. Then enter your answer in the box provided.

What do the single-sentence stanzas in the poem "Simply Me™ help the reader understand?
Support your answer with evidence from the poem.
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Item-Specific Rubric
Score: 2

A complete response may include, but is not limited to, one of the following responses about
what the single-sentence stanzas in the poem "Simply Me* help the reader understand:

+ The speaker feels good about herself.
+ The speaker is a strong person who knows her mind.
+ The speaker reaches conclusions about herself.

A complete response will include at least one piece of supporting evidence from the text.

A complete response may include, but is not limited to, the following evidence cited or
paraphrased from the text:

The speaker says she knows where she belongs, sees good in herself, and is unigue.

= [ know right where I belong. (line 4)
+ [ amfunigue. (lines 21 and 22)

Evidence is accurately used to support the response.

The response and the evidence to support it are based on the text.
Score: 1

Partial Credit

A partial response may include one of the answers expected in the complete response.
Howewver, the evidence included does not support the answer stated, or no evidence
is provided.

A partial response may cite or paraphrase relevant text evidence, but the student does
not include an accurate answer about what the single-sentence stanzas in the poem
"Simply Me" help the reader understand.

Score: 0
Mo Credit

* The response is incorrect.
* The response is not based on the text.
* Mo response is provided.



Reading SCR Sample #1.:

The single sentence stanza in the poem helps the reader by saving that all
the beautiful things about her and those are single things that she likes about
herself

Reading SCR Sample #2:

It helps the reader understand what the speaker feels about themself and that
they're okay and happy with who they're. When 1t says "I see good 1n me" It
shows she 18 confident and comfortable 1n her own skin.

Reading SCR Sample #3:

I would add more stuffs or words to my only single sentence so people
understand way better than reading a small sentence
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Grade 3 Writing Short Constructed Response

Passage: "Restaurants Are Not for Dogs”

Original Paragraph:

(1) My family has two dogs. (2) Their names are Lucy and Rocket. (3) We take them
almost everywhere we go. (4) Yet there is one place that we do not take our dogs. (5)
They never to restaurants go with us. (6) We don't even take them to restaurants that
offer outdoor seating for people and their pets. (7) Dogs do not belong in restaurants.

Prompt

Sentence 5 needs to be revised. In the space provided, rewrite sentence 5 in a clear and
effective way.

Item-Specific Rubric

Score: 1

The response is a complete sentence that expresses the ideas in a clear and effective way.
Score: O

The response is not a complete sentence or does not express the ideas in a clear and
effective way.




Writing SCR Sample #1:

dogs cant go to restauraaunts beacuse if they do there gonna eat vour food

Writing SCR Sample #2:

they never go with us to the restaurants
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Read the selection and choose the best answer to each question.

One Book, One Camel

1 A camel struts provdly, bwo boxes secured tightly to its sturdy frame. But these
baxes arent carrying what you might think—inside, yoeu’ll find adventures, fables, and
woyages. That's right—youw'll find books!

Libraries in Motian

2 This cool camel is part of the "Camel Mobile Library” in Kenya. The Camel Mobile
Library helps te promate literacy, which is the ability to read and write. Since 1979, the
IgI:l'.|'-E|"I'II'I'IIEI"II'. afl HEI‘I"'B has warked hard to iI'I1|'.'I1"IIIl1|IE |itE|"ﬂE‘r rates. Now, arcwnd 30% of
adults in the country are able to explore the world of books.

3 Librarians from Kenya's National Library Service operate the Camel Mabile Library.
It is a way Lo get books to places across the country, Such B8 Kenya's eastermn province
of Garissa. The people of Garissa work as anirmal herders and move about fram place to
place. Permanent libraries aren’t always nearby, 50 books come Lo the people instead.

Africa Ingien
Creman

Garissa Province in Kenya
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10

11

Librarian Rashid Farah says, “The people whom we serve lead & nomadic life. They
are here today, but tomarrow they might be gone.” Delivering books by camel is one
ereative solution to halp more children leam to resd.

In thie way, tha Carmal Maobila Library works cogaly with achoal claggas. Whan tha
rmobile library arrives, the camels kneel, and herders unload the crates. A tent is set up
and mats laid out. The librarians carefully arrange books by subject. Schaool classes take
turns sitting under the tent, and each child eagerdy reaches out to receive a book.

Mohamed Farah, & local schoolteacher, says, "By s2eing the mobile unit, they get more
interested —so they ako get used o leaming.”

Why Camels?

In many places, library books are delivered by car or truck. However, camels are
especially wseful in desert regions like Garissa. The landscape is so rough that many

wvehicles have trauble getting there.

Local residents are used to sesing products swch as food and medicing arrive by
carmel, “The local people identify so much with the camel,” says Rashid Farah, “and
therefore, we fesl that il they see the camel transporting books, they'll come and wse
the services.”

A Source of Inspiration

The schoolchildren aren't the only ones inspired by the camel brary. Alfred
Muchilwa is an illustratar of children’s baoks. Muchilwa is always looking for stories that
are meaningful ta children in his country. He has traveled about 250 miles to the
Garigsa region from Mairabi, the country’s capital. He sits quietly, sketching scenes far
his story. Muchilwe hopes ta bring this place to life an the page.

The Carmal Mobile Library is the subiject of his newest book. He has chosen Lo focus
an one charming camel named Gellow. In the Story, Gellow s delivering books for the
first tirme and becormes frightened by & lion. Gellow loses his load of boaks, but children

come to the rescue to save them from ruin.
Creating Change

Muchilae's story abaul Gellow capbures the attention and imagination of children.
The community members have a strong tradition of storytelling based on their everyday
experiences. Muchilwa’s story is about real-life events and characters in & familiar
aalting. It is & great way to engage the children's hearts and minds through & book. The

children appreciate how the setting of the story matches their daily environment.

Muchilwa hopes to encourage children to become lifelong readers and learners. He
beliewes that reading is & toolkit that helps people communicate with others, express
their ideas, and fesl conmected o the world. The Camel Maobile Library is making a big

difference, ane camel delivery at a tirme.
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Grade 6 Extended Constructed Response

Read the article "One Book, One Camel.” Based on the information in the article, write a
response to the following:

Explain how the Camel Mabile Library has affected the people of Garissa.

Write a well-organized informational cornposition that uses specific evidenoa from the article
b0 SUPPArT POUF BNSwer.

F&rmember b —

s clearly state your controlling idea

s Organize your writing

o deyvelop your ideas in detail

s use evidence from the selection in your response

« use correct spelling, capitalization, punctuation, and grammar

Manage your time carefully so that you can —

& rEvies he salaction

« plan your response
& Wrile your respanse
s revise and edil your response

Write your response in the box provided.
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Texas STAAR Informational Writing Rubric — Grades 6-E2

*For grades 6-E2, students may receive an ECR prompt asking them to respond by writing a letter
(correspondence) to a specific audience.

Score Point | Organization and Development of Ideas
3 e Controlling idea/Thesis is clear and fully developed
The controlling idea/thesis is clearly identifiable. The focus is consistent
throughout, creating a response that is unified and easy to follow.
e Organization is effective
A purposeful structure that includes an effective introduction and conclusion is
evident. The organizational structure is appropriate and effectively supports
the development of the controlling idea/thesis. The sentences, paragraphs, or
ideas are logically connected in purposeful and highly effective ways.
e Evidence is specific, well chosen, and relevant
The response includes relevant text-based evidence that is clearly explained
and consistently supports and develops the controlling idea/thesis. For pairs in
grades 6 through EOC, evidence is drawn from both texts. The response
reflects a thorough understanding of the writing purpose.
e Expression of ideas is clear and effective
The writer’s word choice is specific, purposeful, and enhances the response.
Almost all sentences and phrases are effectively crafted to convey the writer’s
ideas and contribute to the overall quality of the response and the clarity of
the message.
2 e Controlling idea/Thesis is present and partially developed
A controlling idea/thesis is presented, but it may not be clearly identifiable
because it is not fully developed. The focus may not always be consistent and
may not always be easy to follow.
e Organization is limited
A purposeful structure that includes an introduction and conclusion is present.
An organizational structure may not be consistent and may not always support
the logical development of the controlling idea/thesis. Sentence-to-sentence
connections and clarity may be lacking.
e Evidence is limited and may include some irrelevant information
The response may include text-based evidence to support the controlling
idea/thesis, but it may be insufficiently explained, and/or some evidence may
be irrelevant to the controlling idea/thesis. For pairs, evidence is drawn from
at least one of the texts. The response reflects partial understanding of the
writing purpose.
e Expression of ideas is basic
The writer’s word choice may be general and imprecise and at times may not
convey the writer’s ideas clearly. Sentences and phrases are at times
ineffective and may interfere with the writer’s intended meaning and weaken
the message.
1 e Controlling idea/Thesis is evident but not developed
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A controlling idea/thesis is present but not developed appropriately in
response to the writing task.

Organization is minimal and/or weak

An introduction or conclusion may be present. An organizational structure that
supports logical development is not always evident or is not appropriate to the
task.

Evidence is insufficient and/or mostly irrelevant

Little text-based evidence is presented to support the controlling idea/thesis,
or the evidence presented is mostly extraneous and/or repetitious.
Explanation of any evidence presented is insufficient and may be only vaguely
related to the writing task. For pairs in grades 6 through EOQC, evidence is
drawn from only one text. The response reflects a limited understanding of the
writing purpose.

Expression of ideas is ineffective

The writer’s word choice is vague or limited and may impede the quality and
clarity of the essay. Sentences and phrases are often ineffective, interfere with
the writer’s intended meaning, and impact the strength and clarity of the
message.

0 e A controlling idea/thesis may be evident.
e The response lacks an introduction and conclusion. An organizational structure
is not evident.
e Evidence is not provided or is irrelevant.
The response reflects a lack of understanding of the writing purpose.
e The expression of ideas is unclear and/or incoherent.
Please note that if a response receives a score point 0 in the Development and
Organization of Ideas trait, the response will also earn 0 points in the Conventions
trait.
Score Point | Conventions
2 Student writing demonstrates consistent command of grade-level-appropriate
conventions, including correct:
e sentence construction
e punctuation
e capitalization
e grammar
e spelling
The response has few errors, but those errors do not impact the clarity of the writing.
1 Student writing demonstrates inconsistent command of grade-level-appropriate

conventions, including limited use of correct:

sentence construction
punctuation
capitalization
grammar

12



spelling

The response has several errors, but the reader can understand the writer’s thoughts.

Student writing demonstrates little to no command of grade-level-appropriate
conventions, including infrequent use of or no evidence of correct:

sentence construction
punctuation
capitalization
grammar

spelling

The response has many errors, and these errors impact the clarity of the writing and
the reader’s understanding of the writing.

13



Review the following student responses. What do you notice?
Share your thoughts with a shoulder partner.

Student Response #1:

Student Response: people could read and learn from books. People coulddnt get books. its easy to use
the library the camel mobile has effected peeple. if they didnt have the mobile library they couldnt get

books. the camel mobile library brings books m

1/0 0/0 1

Student Response #2:

Student Response: Camel Moblie Library helps because it improves the Literacy rate so when they
become older, They will know how to read and write. Since some kids cant get books from a library
because it is too far away the moblie library brings books to kids in need.

[Score 1 | Scors 2 | Tota cor |

1/1 1/1 4

Student Response #3:

Have youve heard of the Camle mobile library? Well if you havent I'll tell you all about it! To start let me
explain a bit about the Camle mobile library it was made for people leving in plasces like Grassis were land
is to rough to even get there so to deliver there books and more they get on Camle and set up shop to give
children a chance to have a type of education,and too learn about new things through saidso books how do
| knoe this? Well in a article called, “One Book, One Camel” it says, “the camel moble library helps to
poromote literacy , which is the ability to read and write” , this evidence proves that the Camle Mobile
library was there to help children to understand and be able to read and write ,and tell what is what. Thats

why the Camle mobile library i super important. mm Total Score

2/0 2/0 4
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ECR Sample #1

The camel mobile liberry has helped many people of Garissa have fun
reading all thanks to the unice transpertation of bringing books on top of
cameles. Why cameles you might be thinking why not cars trucks or cargo
ships 1t 13 becouse Garissa 1s located 1n a desert With rough landscape.

ECR Sample #2:

People is Garissa had a low literacy rate, and the Kenyan government
works to change that. To do that, they created something called the
"Camel Mobile Library" to transport books to children. The camels carry
books around, and when they stop, they set up a temporary library so that
children and adults alike may come and read. This makes it so the literacy
rate rises since they now have the want to read. The people also learn
easier without having to attend classes or learn by speech. There are
several other effects of the Camel Mobile Library, so many that it cannot
be listed in a mere paragraph. Mainly, without the Camel Mobile Library,
the residents would not have even discovered the joy of reading nor have
been learning as much as they do.

15



ECR Sample #3

How the Camel Mobile Library has affected the people of Garissa is that
it helps encourage kids to learn more and read more. The Camel Mobile
Library also encourages other people to learn about the unique library and
learn more about Garissa. It says in paragraph four that delivering books
by camel is a creative solution to help more children learn how to read.
That is creative because it can get children to enjoy reading because it
gets delivered by camel. By the books getting delivered by camel it
solves one of the problems which is that vehiciles have a difficult time in
Garissa.

Copyright © 2024, Texas Education Agency. All rights reserved. Reproduction of all or portions
of this work is prohibited without express written permission from Texas Education Agency.
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